[Identification of three Candida africana strains in Senegal].
The frequency of candidiasis has increased dramatically in recent years. Candida albicans is the most common species. However, other species which are pathogenic and resistant to usual antifungal agents beginning to emerge. These include Candida dubliniensis and Candida africana, which share morphological similarities with Candida albicans. Thus, it is of interest to correctly identify the fungal isolates. To seek these new species among Candida strains isolated in Dakar. Oropharyngeal and vaginal swabs were performed at Fann Universitary Hospital in Dakar. The strains were identified by the germ tube test, the chlamydospore production test and an auxanogram. Then identification by PCR targeting the hyphal wall protein 1(hwp1) gene, was performed for the discrimination between Candida albicans, Candida dubliniensis and Candida africana. In total, 243 yeasts were isolated from samples including 231 in vaginal swab and 12 in oropharyngeal swab. Species identified by phenotypic methods are Candida albicans, which is the most frequent, Candida tropicalis, Candida glabrata, Candida dubliniensis, Candida kefyr and Candida lusitaniae. PCR performed on the 150 strains germ tube test positive identifies three Candida africana, 109 Candida albicans and no strain of Candida dubliniensis. This study isolates Candida africana for the first time in Senegal. Further studies on a larger sample will better know the actual proportion of these three species among the isolated yeasts.